[image: image1.jpg]


3rd Primary 
Dear Parents,
    We hope that you and your children have enjoyed your summer vacation and are ready for a new academic year. It’s really thrilling and pleasing for all staff members as we are starting a new academic year. We hope you feel likewise.
     Stemming from the belief that the role of school is to make students become active and motivated learners, the English Language Department would like to shed light on its policy to create an interactive learning environment
Our aims:

· To develop learner's awareness and understanding of the language through the integration of the four language skills.

· To help learners express their ideas and opinions in real life and through task based activities.

· To assist learners in acquiring critical thinking skills through extensive reading projects and research.
· To encourage learner independence and the acquisition of different strategies for learning.
Our approach:
1. Grammar: 

It will not be taught in isolation. It will be integrated in the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

New structures are practised orally during fluency & speaking  and reading comprehension lessons and written  through exercises and drills in the course book, class work & homework sheets and weekend sheets.
Students will keep all grammar rules and  copy model sentences as examples for reference in their grammar copybooks.

2. Vocabulary:

Students do a variety of vocabulary drills on new and active vocabulary words.

Students will be asked to record all new words in their vocabulary log copybook and find out their meaning from the dictionary.

Students will be asked to write sentences in the vocabulary log copybook using some of the new words.

3. Spelling and Dictation:

· Spelling will be done systematically focusing on phonics and some selected vocabulary words.
· Students will read, say and write the word in the context of a sentence.

· Students are advised to use the following technique for studying new words:

1. Look ,say and cover the word. 

2. Write then check
3. Try again and again

· Students will study words from spelling and vocabulary lists for dictation every Sunday.
4. Listening and speaking:
· Listening and speaking activities reinforce the structure and vocabulary taught and help students to develop their oral skills.
· Learners will be encouraged to express themselves in English in real life situation or by using authentic materials.

5. Reading:

· Learners will read, read and read for different purposes. Their reading will focus on novels, home readers, poems and comprehension texts. They will be asked to do a lot of reading for pleasure on their own and participate in a free reading competition.
· Young Explores Readers are this year’s home readers. Students will read all stories and answer workbook exercises at home. Students will be asked to write a book report after reading every story.
Please listen to your child's reading, support and encourage him / her. 
Please keep the books in good shape to be used by other students. There’s a thirty pounds fine for submitting the books in bad shape or losing it. 
6. Handwriting:
The Macmillan English Handwriting Book will provide students with necessary skills to develop a fluent, legible style of handwriting. 
7. Writing:

This skill will be enhanced through different activities on weekly basis. Writing tasks and compositions will be done every fortnight as the writing process needs time for drafting and editing.

The focus of writing is accurate written English, applying punctuation and spelling rules.
8. Assignments:

· They are very important for consolidation of learning. Learners will be given short assignments on daily basis and a longer one at weekends.
· Students must do all assignments accurately and neatly and submit them on the following day.
9. Assessments:

Learners will be assessed as follows:

· Continuously through homework, quizzes, participation and projects.
· Listening and speaking will be assessed systematically through bimonthly tasks.

· Reading aloud will be assessed during reading classes.

· Reading comprehension will be assessed continuously and during monthly tests.

· Writing will be continuously assessed and during monthly tests.

· Grammar, vocabulary and spelling will be assessed through quizzes and monthly tests. 
· Learners should study on daily basis to be ready for any pop quizzes.
Books and copybooks:

Books:                                                                      Copybooks / Files ( brown cover )                                                 

1. Macmillan Language Book                              1. Writing A4 40 pages                       

2. Macmillan Practice Book                                 2. Novel (double lined) 60 pages

3. Fluency Book                                                    3.Spelling (double lined) 60 pages

4. Handwriting Book                                            4. Vocabulary log (double lined) 60 pages

5. The Wonderful Wizard of Oz                           5. Grammar (double lined) 60 pages

6. The Wind in the Willows                                  6. Task sheet file  

                                                                               7. Comprehension/Poetry files        
Young Explorer’s Readers:

The Elephant’s Child   WB
The Camcorder Thief   WB
Yeti in Town                WB
The Magic Flute           WB                                                                                  

Grading system:

Thank you for your support and cooperation. Our best wishes for a new academic year.
                                                                                        3rd  Primary staff members.
The Egyptian Language School
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